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   Tuesday 8 May 2018
PRESS RELEASE
New permanent exhibition on the millennia of Ljubljana’s history
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On Tuesday 8 May 2018, the long-awaited new permanent exhibition is opening at the City Museum of Ljubljana. The new exhibition, titled Ljubljana. History. City., brings a chronological overview of the Ljubljana basin area, from prehistory to today. The exhibition can be understood as the museum’s identity card, an important document of Ljubljana, and a new space where locals and tourists can meet and research the city.  

Authors of the exhibition – a team of curators of the City Museum of Ljubljana under the guidance of Bernarda Županek, Ph.D. – gave emphasis on museum artefacts and a clear chronological presentation, which has been conceived by designer Metka Dariš. The exhibition, here to stay, found space for the world’s oldest wooden wheel with an axle, as well as the medal commemorating the formal declaration of Ljubljana as the capital of the Republic of Slovenia.
The exhibition offers local and foreign visitors an opportunity to learn about the history of Ljubljana, draws attention to the city’s important geostrategic position and to the extraordinary events in the history of the area, from prehistory to the 20th century. Among all important moments, emperors, kings, and presidents, visitors of the exhibition also encounter everyday life in the city, as the exhibition presents the lives of regular people who lived in the city and left their mark on it. Several long-standing local peculiarities can also be found at the exhibition, which differentiates us and our city from other European cities. 

Blaž Peršin, Director of the Museum and Galleries of Ljubljana, commented on the exhibition, “Many artefacts with their stories offer insights on our capital city and its rich history. Since we are living in the digital age, the experience of an authentic museum artefact is something we now sorely need. This is exactly why we have decided for our exhibition to address its visitor with the iconic artefacts from our collection. We consciously wanted the museum artefact to be our focus. Lately we have too often been witnesses to exhibitions in which modern technology drowns out a visitor’s own imagination, we have become only silent observers of the virtual worlds that surround us.”
The project’s content manager, museum councillor Bernarda Županek, Ph.D., otherwise curator for Classical Antiquity and responsible for the new exhibition alongside the project manager Tamara Bregar, sees the new permanent exhibition as the museum’s identity card, and adds, “Permanent exhibitions are every museum’s identity cards. It has now been 81 years since the City Museum of Ljubljana opened its first permanent exhibition, and there have been quite a few of these identity cards since. All of them with different concepts, emphasises, approaches, and sizes. The exhibition Ljubljana. History. City. is the latest in this line. With it we are conceptually returning to the starting point: our exhibition is chronological, from prehistory to the 20th century, presentations are clear and self-explanatory, with key events emphasised. The focus of the exhibition is on its artefacts and the stories they tell.”
Museum artefacts and what curators, conservators, anthropologists, chefs, and hairdressers can tell us about them

The exhibition also offers an overview of Ljubljana’s history in a creative and fun way: interactive features (which are mostly designed for children, but adults always enjoy them too), short films (with cooking tips from chef Boštjan Napotnik and hair styling ones from Borut Kuster, statements from archaeologists on the ground-breaking discoveries, as well as descriptions of artefacts as seen by conservators, studied by physical anthropologists and known by curators), thematic guided tours (coming in autumn), and workshops (for various focus groups) offer visitors a more direct contact with history, even if they did not experience it themselves. The new permanent exhibition is thus an excellent start to the exploration of Ljubljana, or a space that can refresh and expand your knowledge of it. 
Ljubljana as a crossroads where paths and people converge 
In its history, Ljubljana constantly encountered various personages that left a mark on it. Many of them did not reach our textbooks, but they still enriched the city, contributed their stories, and made Ljubljana unique. A gallery of their portraits – local artist Damjan Kracina created it from the museum collection in collaboration with the MGML team, sound design was done by Sašo Kalan – alerts visitors at the beginning of the new permanent exhibition, in an original and surprising fashion, that it is the inhabitants and visitors of the city who create its full urban image. 
On the history of Ljubljana also in the new monograph, to be published in autumn

From autumn onwards, the exhibition will be accompanied by a monograph which will present the most important chapters of our capital’s development.  
The monograph’s editor, museum councillor Mojca Ferle, explains that the monograph, “is a popular science publication on the history of Ljubljana, with the presentation of five great periods of Ljubljana’s history: from the first human traces to permanent dwellings and the construction of prehistoric settlements, the time of the first city during the Roman period, the creation and development of the medieval agglomeration, and Ljubljana’s urban development during the Modern period with the dynamic political events of the 20th century.“ 

Not to miss during the first months after the exhibition opening

Scheduled public tours of the new permanent exhibition will be held every Saturday at 4.30 p.m. (in Slovenian), and every Sunday at 4.30 p.m. (in English).
Do not miss guided tours with curators and exhibition authors on two special occasions: International Museum Day (18 May) and Museum Summer Night event (on 16 June).

The new permanent exhibition is also an excellent basis for programmes dedicated to pre-schoolers and primary school students. Interactive features of the exhibition offer a unique opportunity for a family stroll among the millennia and centuries of Ljubljana’s area.
Who collaborated in the exhibition development (colophon selection)
Project manager Tamara Bregar
Content manager Bernarda Županek

Authors of the exhibition Mojca Ferle, Martin Horvat, Sašo Kalan, Damijan Kracina, Katarina Toman Kracina , Blaž Peršin, Ana Porok, Ana Pokrajac Iskra, Janez Polajnar, Barbara Savenc, Blaž Vurnik, Irena Žmuc, Bernarda Županek

Texts Matija Črešnar (University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Arts, Department of Archaeology and the Institute for the Protection of Cultural Heritage of Slovenia, Centre for Preventive Archaeology), Mojca Ferle, Primož Gašperič (Anton Melik Geographical Institute at ZRC SAZU), Martin Horvat, Urša Karer, Dimitrij Mlekuž (University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Arts, Department of Archaeology and the Institute for the Protection of Cultural Heritage of Slovenia, Centre for Preventive Archaeology), Ana Pokrajac Iskra, Janez Polajnar, Blaž Peršin, Ana Porok, Barbara Savenc, Matija Zorn (Anton Melik Geographical Institute at ZRC SAZU), Blaž Vurnik, Irena Žmuc, Bernarda Županek
Exhibition design and visual image Metka Dariš, Tomaž Perme
The exhibition was made possible by City of Ljubljana, Ministry of Culture 

Sponsors Avtohiša Malgaj, d.o.o., BTC, d.d., id:doma, Public Company Energetika Ljubljana, d.o.o., Public Company Ljubljanska parkirišča in tržnice, d.o.o., Higher School of Applied Sciences - VIST, Sava Insurance, d.d., Public Company VO-KA, Ljubljana Tourism
Media partners Europlakat, In Your Pocket, d.o.o., TAM-TAM

More information
MGML Public Relations: ursa.karer@mgml.si or maja.kovac@mgml.si

The oldest, the heaviest, the largest and the most famous … Ljubljana. History. City. through its numbers
Total number of artefacts on exhibition: 743! Most of them from prehistory, least from the medieval period. From the 63 portraits at the introduction, 23 are female ones.
Oldest artefact is a point made from yew wood, found on the Ljubljana marshes and about 40,000 years old. Used by Neanderthals, either for hunting of foraging.  
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The youngest artefact is the painting “Backstage of the Afternoon” by Aleksij Kobal, created in 2012 and purchased in 2017. The painting by the Prešeren Fund recipient symbolically concludes the chronological overview of Ljubljana’s development.
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The smallest artefact is a bronze Roman coin of Emperor Valentinian, minted between 367 and 375. The reverse side has an image of Victoria, the winged goddess of victory. 
The heaviest artefact is a portrait bust of the Charles VI, Holy Roman Emperor and father of Maria Theresa, weighing in at 586 kg. The bust, a work by sculptor Francesco Robba, was made in 1728 to honour the emperor’s visit of Ljubljana.  [image: image3.jpg]



The lightest artefact is a piece of paper with a scribble regarding the 1895 earthquake in Ljubljana, “Great earthquake on Easter night on Sunday evening…” The reverse side reads, “It was horrible.”
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The most “hipster” artefact is a moustache brush from the early 20th century. The wooden handle has, alongside its flower pattern, an engraving of the Bleiweis coat-of-arms. The brush belonged to Demeter Bleiweis, a doctor in Ljubljana.
The largest artefact is a bronze bust of Count Radetzky, made in 1859 for a monument in Ljubljana’s Park Zvezda. After he concluded his military career, he received the Tivoli Castle from Emperor Franz Joseph in perpetuity. He renovated it, arranged the castle park, which he then opened for the public. 
[image: image5.jpg]



The tallest artefact is the 234 cm tall orchestrion made by Triumph and decorated with secessionist motifs. Its owner was a local named Simon Kmetetz. Perhaps it once stood in the Narodna kavarna café.  
The most famous artefact is a prehistoric wheel, about 5,200 years old, from the Ljubljana Marshes. It is currently the world’s oldest wooden wheel with an axle. 
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The most photogenic artefact is the Zastava 750, or “fičko” as it is affectionately called. It was made in Zavodi Crvena Zastava factory, Yugoslavia. Inside the car, you can listen to pop songs about Ljubljana from the times when plenty of “fičko” cars were still around.
The most misunderstood artefacts are four Roman phallic pendants, which do not allude to anything, regardless of their shape. They were simple anti-magic amulets. 
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The most romantic artefact is a Roman engagement/marriage ring with a motif of two right hands clasped, which symbolically conveyed the marriage vow, trust, and faithfulness that were to flourish in a couple. Clasping right hands was also part of the marriage ritual, an element of the holy vow.
[image: image8.png]



The most durable artefact is a belt buckle dating to the early Iron Age. Although broken, it has been repaired repeatedly with mixed results. Back then objects, especially as valuable as this one, were not easily thrown away.
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The most elegant artefacts are the male and female dance attire, which two locals from Ljubljana wore at the Vienna Opera Ball in 1938.
The enigmatic artefact is a statuette, which represents a male figure with a distinct five-pointed headgear. Researchers think that it is the deity Belenus or is an image of Heracles, the well-known Greek mythological hero. Perhaps it even represents a local deity, which had the characteristics of Heracles and also Apollo or Dionysius.    
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The most incriminating artefact is a forgery of an Eberhard I’s pfennig, made some time between 1164 and 1183 at the Ljubljana Castle. Unlike the original silver pfennig, this coin has been made from lead. Who made and why forged currency was a thing at the Ljubljana Castle already in the 12th century remains unknown. 

The most superstitious artefact is the bronze medallion from the 18th century with a preserved Latin inscription that reads “Incantation against all attacks from wizards and demons”. It was discovered in one of the graves next to the Church of St Peter at today’s Njegoševa Street. 
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The most nostalgic artefact is a box for Koli waffles, which were produced by Kolinska between 1930 and 1960, long before limitations on trans fats had been placed😊. What we know today as wafers are biscuits composed of waffles and cream. Hazelnuts for the latter were once imported from the surroundings of Naples (Napoli), hence the Slovenian name of “napolitanke”.  
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