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                                                                                          PRESS RELEASE, Ljubljana, 15 March 2024


KLAVDIJ SLUBAN: Elsewhere Here
Galerija Jakopič, 19. 3.–25. 8. 2024

[image: image2.jpg]On Tuesday 19 March 2024 at Jakopič Gallery, we will open the largest ever mid-career retrospective exhibition of Klavdij Sluban, one of the world's most renowned photographers of Slovenian origin. 
For the exhibition Elsewhere Here, the artist and the curator Dr Marija Skočir, have conceived a completely new selection of cycles that present the highlights of more than three decades of Sluban's work in more than 150 photographs. 
All the presented photographs have been printed in analogue and digital technique especially for this exhibition as the artist's donation to the Museum and Galleries of Ljubljana. 

The exhibition is accompanied by an extensive photomonograph with a text by Marija Skočir and a poetry cycle by Boris A. Novak, which is also available as a special edition in a set with an original analogue photograph.
Latvia, 2002 ©Klavdij Sluban

The opening of the exhibition on Tuesday 19 March 2024 will be introduced by a conversation with the photographer Klavdij Sluban at 6 p.m, followed by the signing of the freshly printed accompanying photomonograph. 

The exhibition will be inaugurated at 7 p.m. by Blaž Peršin, director of Museum and Galleries of Ljubljana and H. E. Florence Levy, Ambassador of France appointed to Slovenia.



MORE ABOUT THE EXHIBITION
At the height of his career, Klavdij Sluban finally returns "home", metaphorically speaking, with this retrospective at the Jakopič Gallery, which is also his largest retrospective exhibition to date. But his definition of home is not so simple – it is only the Elsewhere, which has driven him around the world all his life, that has settled in the Here.

 Born in Paris to Slovenian parents, Klavdij Sluban spent his childhood in Livold near Kočevje before returning to Paris where, after studying Anglo-American literature, he taught himself black-and-white analogue photography. This has remained his exclusive way of making images to this day, using the simplest of photographic equipment. He embarked on his independent photography path in 1992 with a series of portraits of Slovenian poets. After witnessing the Balkan War and consciously deciding to work as an artist rather than a documentary photographer, photography became his way of life, combining the two poles of his Slovenian-French and nomadic identity.

The large-format introductory photographs from the various subsequently presented series are a majestic introduction to Sluban's vision of a world that is at first glance dark and shrouded in blackness, yet his main endeavour is actually to peel back the layers of darkness to make way for the light.

One of his most recognisable ongoing photographic cycles (In Parenthesis) is created in the confined spaces of juvenile prisons in France, Eastern Europe and Central and South America. In 1995, he began photographing juvenile prisoners in Fleury-Mérogis, the largest prison in Europe south of Paris, where he also set up a workshop with a darkroom for the teenagers. Their artistic endeavours were subsequently exhibited in important public institutions, while three years later Sluban extended the project to prisons in the former Soviet Union and Yugoslavia, and later to Ireland, Guatemala, El Salvador and Brazil.

A series of photographs of prisoners' table scenes comes from the Izalco prison in El Salvador: here, prisoners are captured in rare moments of "happiness" when their loved ones come to visit. Even though Fleury-Mérogis refused him access in 2001 because of his positive influence on the prisoners, he was invited back in 2013: over the following two years, he documented the conditions, which had become even more intolerable. To get a different view of the same scene, he made a rare decision to photograph in medium format and went on to shoot a series of empty beds and curtained window openings in the shape of crosses.

Klavdij Sluban's earliest photographic works, conceived as a complete series, are the photographs in the Balkan – Transit series. From 1992, he increasingly moved away from the war zones and travelled first to Kosovo, then to Macedonia and subsequently several times to other Balkan countries: Greece, Turkey, Bulgaria, Romania and Albania.

In the late 1990s, he took a boat from Istanbul to Odessa and travelled in a crescent shape across the Black Sea to the shores of the Baltic Sea in order to reach the "former" countries, the countries of the former Soviet Union, again. The series of eleven photographs selected here, entitled The Black Sea – Other Shores, already clearly shows the artist's language and use of darkness and blackness to create an atmosphere – both of which would only deepen from this point on.

Divagations is a series of analogue photographs of Japan which, by its title alone, suggests that the photographer has given himself over entirely to the inspiration of poetry on his travels through a country whose spiritual atmosphere seems to provide a natural backdrop to his character. He chose the 17th-century haikai and haiku poet Matsuo Bashō as his "guide" and, like him, embarked on a 500-kilometre journey along the ancient Tōkaidō Road from Tokyo to Kyoto. For Klavdij Sluban, snow is an inexhaustible source of inspiration: it is the same everywhere and always feels like home. It does not cry out to be photographed but evokes motifs in its quiet visual presence that changes all everyday appearances of things. This is why every winter the photographer travels to Hokkaido, the northernmost island in Japan, where the blanket of snow is among the highest in the world. Snow came out for the first time last year in a show at the Villa Borghese in Rome, as the theme of the red, but actually white, thread in Sluban's 30 years of artmaking.

Transverses is a series of pivotal photographs of Klavdij Sluban's most extensive and extreme journeys. The photographer's journeys have carved a sure path to a highly individual authorial language that makes his photography recognisable and refined. Among these journeys, many coincide in time and place, each representing an entirely new experience, such as his long journeys on the Trans-Siberian, Trans-Mongolian and Tibetan railways, as well as his stays in extreme conditions and remote, isolated places such as the Kerguelen Islands. The distance that interests him most and that he bridges is not geographical, nor is it the distance between him and the subject, but between him and his camera. His way of photographing is impulsive and intuitive, often in motion, without any psychological study of the subject. The only sharpness that matters is the sharpness of feeling in symbiosis with the gaze that cuts into the vision of the shot. 

Sluban's photographs are landscapes inhabited by all the senses and characterised by solitude, silence and deep contemplation. This is reflected in the exhibition's contemplative conclusion, where an image of the torii of a Shinto shrine on the island of Itsukushima is complemented by a soundscape that conveys a holistic experience of snow and Japan, two of Sluban's most poetic motifs.

In the introductory text of the extensive bilingual monograph, curator Dr Marija Skočir writes that Elsewhere Here: "comprises a multidimensional exploration of space that includes physical, mental and existential dimensions. It invites contemplation on the fluid boundaries of space, the interplay between presence and absence, as well as the subjective nature of the photographer's and the viewer's spatial experience."
 It is therefore not surprising that the project is rounded off by another work of art in the monograph – a cycle of poems by Boris A. Novak, Sluban's long-time friend. Novak's words sound reassuring and let us know that: regardless of how much of a sense of freedom anchored Elsewhere the photographer's spirit needs, there will always be a place of omnipresence that is Here.

Click on the image below for more information about the photomonograph:


Link to the exhibition web page:  https://mgml.si/en/jakopic-gallery/exhibitions/656/klavdij-sluban/
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Klavdij Sluban, born on 3 March 1963 in Paris, is a French photographer of Slovenian descent. He spent his childhood in Livold, a village near Kočevje, before returning to Paris, where he attended school and university. After studying Anglo-American literature, he worked on black-and-white photography under the mentorship of Georges Fèvre, and – torn between Slovenia and Paris – translated Slovenian poetry and taught English.

Sluban's independent photographic journey began with a series of portraits of Slovenian poets, which were exhibited at the Ljubljana City Art Gallery in 1992. Photography soon transcended the boundaries of mere interest, becoming his way of life and bridging the duality of his Slovenian-French and nomadic identity.

His work spans the confined spaces of juvenile prisons in France, Eastern Europe, Central and South America, and the vast landscapes of his world travels, characterised by solitude, silence and deep contemplation. Since 1995, he has been photographing minors in prisons and organising photography workshops for underage inmates, sharing his passion with them and enabling them to creatively express themselves in an environment often devoid of hope. His extensive travels have resulted in several photographic cycles, such as Balkans-Transit, Paradise Lost, East to East, Happy Days on the Desolation Island, Inhabiting Exile – Hauteville House and Divagation – Sur les pas de Bashō, which form a consistent body of work influenced more by diverse literary works than contemporary events. 

Sluban showcases his comprehensive and continuous photographic projects, which have been developed from the Balkans and France to Japan and the Kerguelen Islands, at major international festivals, museums and galleries worldwide, often complemented by top-tier photobooks and publications. His works are held in national collections and institutions such as the Fonds National d'art Contemporain, Bibliothèque Nationale de France, Maison Européenne de la Photographie, Musée Nicéphore Niépce, Tokyo Photographic Art Museum, Guernsey Museum and Art Gallery, Museum and Galleries of Ljubljana, etc. 

He has received numerous awards for his work, including the prestigious European Publishers Award for Photography (2009), the Leica Award (2004) and the Niépce Prize (2000), France's most important photography prize. In 2015, he was awarded the prestigious Prix de Photographie Marc Ladreit de Lacharrière – Académie des beaux-arts and the Villa Kujoyama residency in Japan. In 2017, he was named Artist of the Year at the DongGang International Photo Festival in South Korea. He also greatly appreciates the Deklica s piščalko (Girl with a Whistle) award, which he received in Kočevje in 2013 for his outstanding achievements in the field of culture, arts and humanities.


A WARNING ABOUT THE PUBLICATION OF PR PHOTOS: 

In accordance with copyright protection, we kindly ask to publish all the photographs from the Klavdij Sluban's press pack or the photographs about the exhibition Elsewhere Here, published on the Jakopic Gallery/MGML website in their original version, without any alterations and without overlaying them with captions. We also ask that you use captions and attribution consistently.


EXHIBITION COLOPHON
Production: Museum and Galleries of Ljubljana Photographer: Klavdij Sluban 
Curator: Dr Marija Skočir Expert support: Julija Hoda Graphic design: Bojan Lazarevič (Agora Proars) Analogue printing of photographs: Peter Fettich (Kela) Digital printing of photographs: Dejan Porenta (O.K.vir) Negatives scanning: Brane Horvat (Foto format) Framing: O.K.vir Soundscape: Ingmar Nieuwold Realisation of the exhibition: O.K.vir, Technical Service MGML Gallery lighting: Zumtobel Translations: Arven Šakti Kralj 
Public relations: Maja Čehovin Korsika Accompanying programs: Julija Hoda, Matevž Paternoster, Metod Blejec, Janja Rebolj This project was made possible by: City of Ljubljana, Ministry of culture RS The project was supported by: Institut français de Slovénie, Riko, Zumtobel Media sponsors: Radio Slovenija, TAM-TAM, Europlakat
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